
 

 
 

Clyde River  
Canada C3 Educational Video Series 

 

Key Theme(s): Reconciliation (Video 7) 

URL: https://canadac3.ca/en/video/clyde-river/ 

Overview: This four minute video discusses the recent historic case between the people of Clyde River and 
the Supreme Court of Canada regarding seismic testing. Canada C3 Leg 8 participants had the opportunity to 
visit the community of Clyde River and speak with former mayor, Jerry Natanine, about this recent ruling.  
 

Discussion and Inquiry Questions: 
● Discuss what seismic testing is and where in Canada it is currently being done. 
● As Jerry shares, Clyde River is considered a healthy community culturally and socially. However, 

economically, it is a “poor community.” Discuss this relationship. 
● Jerry discusses the personal and local tension between the financial and employment opportunities 

that future resource development could bring to his community on one hand, and the negative 
environmental and cultural impacts that such development initiatives would have on the other. How do 
you feel about these economic-environmental tensions?  

● Elders, including Jerry’s father, encouraged the younger generation of community leaders to fight 
against the testing. Generational knowledge and the wisdom of elders plays a critical role in the lives of 
Inuit. What role do elders and their lived experiences play in your life?  

● What is the history of sealing in the Canadian Arctic? When and why did the seal ban occur? Using a 
systems thinking lens and the following four headings: ENVIRONMENT; SOCIETY & CULTURE; 
ECONOMY; and WELL BEING, what were the impacts of the seal ban on Inuit communities and way of 
life? 

● How does Jerry describe the complex relationship between Clyde River and Greenpeace?  
● What do you think this case has done for the community of Clyde River? for Canada?  

 

Read Bios and Learn More: 
Jerry Natanine: read this article in UP HERE 
Robert Comeau lives in Iqaluit, Nunavut, and is a founding member of Qajakkut (Iqaluit Qajaq Society). 

Extended Learning Resources:  
1. Educate yourself further on the historic ruling: Nunatsiaq news and CBC news. 
2. Explore the Canada C3 learning module: Gaining Perspective on Environmental Issues. 
 

For additional learning resources, visit www.CanadaC3.ca/classroom  

https://canadac3.ca/en/learning-resource/gaining-perspective-environmental-issues/
http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/supreme-court-ruling-indigenous-rights-1.4221698
http://www.nunatsiaqonline.ca/stories/article/65674clyde_river_scores_big_win_for_nunavut_inuit_at_the_supreme_court/
https://canadac3.ca/en/video/clyde-river/
http://uphere.ca/articles/breaking-silence
https://canadac3.ca/en/expedition/the-people/robert-comeau/

